	
	Reactive Mattresses:
Foam, Gel, 
Non-powered air

Powered air flotation
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	Active Mattresses:

Powered Alternating Pressure or 

Lateral Rotation 

[image: image2.jpg]



	Active Mattresses:

Low-Air-Loss
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	Advanced, 
Non-Powered 
Pressure Reducing
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	Air fluidized or
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High Air Loss

	Use for

PREVENTION

when
	Moderate – High Risk (e.g., Braden 12-18)
Decreased mobility
Repositions frequently by self or caregiver
Decreased skin integrity
	
	Maceration from
   excessive heat and 
   moisture buildup is a 
   major factor in 
   potential skin 
   breakdown
	Highest risk or severely
    compromised (e.g. Braden score ≤ 11)
History of pressure ulcer(s)
Repositions infrequently
Poorly padded bony prominences
Has one strongly preferred
    sleeping position
In bed much more than out
	

	Use for

TREATMENT

when
	Cause of ulcer is not pressure (e.g., nutrition,  continence, circulation, etc)
Causes of ulcer are being addressed 
Patient can be positioned off of the ulcer in at least 2 different positions.
	Any Stage ulcer
Post-flap/graft
Has ( 2 ulcer-free
   turning surfaces
Breakdown does not 
   respond to lower level 
   products
	Control of maceration
  from excessive heat and 
   moisture is a  
   significant contributing 
   factor to wound 
   healing.
Post flap/graft 
	Multiple Stage I’s, or Stage
     II, III, or IV on trunk or
     pelvis
Post-flap/graft 
Has ( 2 ulcer-free turning 
    surfaces
Can be positioned off of the ulcer site(s)
	Large Stage IV pressure ulcer(s)
Post-flap or –graft at high risk for failure
Multiple co-morbidities that impair wound or tissue healing such as drugs, smoking, malnutrition, poor skin turgor, etc.

	Span product example
	Geo-Mattress, PressureGuard Renew
	PressureGuard APM2
	PressureGuard Easy Air
	PressureGuard CFT
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Categories of support surfaces and patient criteria as discussed in 

Span-America on-line course “Choosing the Support Surface”.






















